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	Rest Areas and Federal 
Healthcare Reform! 

Make Sure to Voice Your Opinion Today! 

Rest Areas 
There are 6 days left for you to contact Commissioner of VDOT David Ekern to urge him to re-consider the vote made by the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) earlier this month! 

Over the past week, several members of VHTA have contacted the Commissioner and have respectfully asked that he re-consider the CTB’s vote and instead of keeping only 12 rest areas open, to allow for a total of 17 to remain open. 

On July 6th postings will be placed along the interstates announcing to travelers that the rest areas will be closing on July 13th.  The Commissioner alone holds the authority to overturn the CTB’s decision and we must keep the pressure on him until the signs go up! 

For a DRAFT letter that you can use when writing your own letter, please click here. 

Some of you have contacted our office with concerns of having received a kick back from the Commissioner’s email account.  We have learned that when there is an overload of traffic coming in on one email account, there can be a back log, but that the emails will eventually filter through to his account…this backlog is only good news for our cause and we MUST ensure that the Commissioner continues to receive hundreds of emails daily from our members! 

Please make sure to contact Megan Svajda at megan@vhta.org to let her know that you have contacted the Commissioner and your name will be placed on the VHTA website! 

Federal Healthcare Reform 
As you have heard on the news lately, healthcare reform is moving quickly through House and Senate committees in D.C.  Both chambers are reviewing versions of this legislation in committee and we have learned that the leadership and the President want to see this legislation voted on before the August recess – which gives the business community very little, but precious time, to communicate with our elected officials and ask that they will consider our concerns when discussing this sweeping healthcare reform. 

Please take a moment to contact your Congressman and U.S. Senators and ask that they protect business owners by taking away any and all tax increases on employers.  With an increase in mandated healthcare coverage there is an expectation that some of the costs will fall onto the shoulders of business owners – in the middle of this tumultuous economic climate we can no longer rely on business owners to shoulder the brunt of these costs.  

In the House there is discussion on allowing for an 8% payroll tax on all employers to help cover the costs of these new benefits. The Senate hasn’t released much information on their version of the legislation. 

Please contact your Congressman and Senators Webb and Warner and ask that they continue to protect the business owners here in Virginia.  

For the contact information for your Congressman and Senators, please click here. 

Please keep checking your email for further updates as this legislation will be moving quickly through the chambers in the coming weeks! 

Please visit the website for more information on these topics and many others! 

If you have any questions on this or any other issue, please contact Megan Svajda at megan@vhta.org 
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	You've received this e-mail because you are a valued member of the Virginia Hospitality & Travel Association. Your e-mail address will not be sold or shared with anyone and you can remove your name from our e-mail list at any time by clicking here to unsubscribe. 
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